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To the
Citizens of
Wheat Ridge:
The Wheat Ridge Parks and Recreation
Department is pleased to present our 2021
Annual Report. The 2021 report highlights
projects, activities and awards received.
2021 was yet another challenging and
unforgettable year for all of us! While
we weren’t bogged down with weekly
operational changes like we were in 2020,
things were far from “normal”. With that
being said, I am thrilled to share that the
Wheat Ridge Recreation Center’s 2021
attendance hovered around 70% to 80% of
where we were in 2019, which is significantly
higher than most other recreation facilities
across the state.
Our incredible parks and recreation team
continued to demonstrate innovative and
thoughtful approaches to programming,
operations, maintenance, and overall safety.
Throughout this ongoing difficult time, we
recognize the increased need for health and
wellness opportunities, socialization, and a
connection with the great outdoors. We’d like
to thank you, our patrons, for your continued
patience and flexibility.

In April of 2021, our department successfully
completed the CAPRA (Commission for
Accreditation of Park and Recreation
Agencies) reaccreditation process, which is
done every 5 years. Wheat Ridge is one of 10
accredited agencies in Colorado, and 191 in
the entire United States. CAPRA is the only
national accreditation of park and recreation
agencies and is a valuable measure of
an agency’s overall quality of operation,
management, and service to the community.

DEPARTMENT OVERVIEW

In 2021, work began on Phase II of Prospect Park
which includes a new large pavilion, pickleball
courts with lighting and a shelter, parking lot
improvements, a new entry road, entryway
signage, a fishing dock, a relocated playground,
additional park amenities near the pavilion,
and road improvements on the south side of
the park for safer access. We plan to re-open
the park to the public on May 1st, and hope to
complete the project by August/September
2022. Other 2022 projects include an update to
our Open Space Management Plan, originally
drafted in 2002, the installation of an outdoor
fitness court at Panorama Park, and Clear Creek
trail improvements.

VISION STATEMENT

Thank you for your continued support of
the Wheat Ridge Parks and Recreation
Department. We look forward to seeing
you at a park, program, or facility soon.
Please follow us on social media (we joined
Instagram in 2021!) and/or sign up for
updates at rootedinfun.com, as we have a lot
of great things happening and we want to
share it all with you!
Warmly,
Karen A. O’Donnell, CPRE

MISSION STATEMENT
We are dedicated to serving our
community by providing diverse
programs, experiences, and spaces
that enhance quality of life.

To be the first choice and trusted
source for connecting with nature,
living healthy, and having fun.

FACILITIES
Active Adult Center
Anderson Community Building
Historic Park
Outdoor Pool
Recreation Center
Richards-Hart Estate

AT A GLANCE

22

Ball
Fields

26 Parks

19

72 Traffic
Calming
Islands

Playgrounds

373

Acres Open
Space

1 Outdoor
Pool Complex

3

Historic
Properties

7

Miles of
multi-use trails

Director of Parks and Recreation
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Capital
Improvement
Projects

PROSPECT PARK
PHASE 2
Phase II construction includes replacing the
picnic pavilion, replacing the tennis court with
pickleball courts, improving the road, parking
lots, and sidewalks in the Park, replacing the
eastern playground, and improving irrigation
and landscaping throughout the Park. The
City of Wheat Ridge, Farrington Construction
Management and Design Concepts are
partnering on this project. The Phase II
renovations are taking place from November
2021 through August/September 2022.

Recognitions

PARKS SUPERVISORS, RECREATION
CENTER FRONT DESK TEAM
MEMBERS RECOGNIZED BY CPRA
Parks Supervisors Joe Buesser and Domonic Grine and the entire Recreation
Center front desk team were recognized by the Colorado Parks and Recreation
Association’s “CPRA Byline” magazine as Parks and Recreation Heroes for their
work in keeping spaces, facilities, and services open and safe for people to
utilize during the pandemic. These individuals performed admirably through
significantly challenging conditions where the only constant was change.

LOCALWORKS AWARDED CPRA
COMMUNITY CHAMPION AWARD
Localworks, a long-time City and Parks and Recreation department
partner, was recognized by the Colorado Parks and Recreation
with their Community Champion Award for their incredible work
collaborating with the City to provide meaningful events for the
Wheat Ridge Community.

RECREATION CENTER
POOL IMPROVEMENTS
The Recreation Center leisure pool was
resurfaced in October 2021 and both the lap
pool and leisure pool boilers were replaced in
December 2021.

MUNICIPAL
PARKING LOT REPAIR
Few people know that there are 2 parking lots on
38th Ave that belong to the City and are provided
to the public free to park. One is located at the
southwest corner of 38th and Ames. The other is
located just on the west side of Right Coast Pizza
at 38th and High Ct.
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The lots received extensive crack repairs and a
fresh new coat of paint for the parking lines.

Domonic Grine

Joe Buesser

Front Desk Team (Left
to right: Janet Bradford,
Clarrisa Petri, and Sue Hinz)

BETH JUNE AWARDED CPRA’S
PRESIDENT’S AWARD
In 2021, Recreation Coordinator Beth June was awarded the
Colorado Parks and Recreation Association’s President’s Award for
her exceptional work hosting the annual awards ceremony for three
consecutive years (among many other accomplishments).
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Boards &
Commissions

PARKS & RECREATION
COMMISSION

Special Events

The eight-member Commission acts in an
advisory capacity in matters pertaining to
public parks and recreation. Commission
members are appointed by City Council and
represent all City districts.

EASTER EGG HUNT

As Covid-19 continued to impact large gatherings and community events
the Parks and Recreation Department didn’t let it steal the fun of our annual
Easter Egg Hunt. The Easter Egg Hunt- With a Twist was created to allow
for large capacities of participants but kept the crowds spread out at 4 city
parks. The scavenger-hunt inspired event included appearances by the
Easter Bunny and Booster the Rooster, more than 6,000 eggs, and fun prize
giveaways! The event was such a success that the department has decided
to implement many of the fun twists for future Easter Egg Hunts.

Nicole Larsen - District I Representative
Cambria Rollo - District I Representative, Chair
Karen Stanley - District II Representative
John Route - District II Representative
Guy Nahmiach - District III Representative
Kathy Koniz - District III Representative
Chris Schilling - District IV Representative
Pat Cervera - District IV Representative

CULTURAL
COMMISSION
The nine member Commission was created
to promote cultural arts in Wheat Ridge and
foster cultural enrichment and education
opportunities for the community. Commission
members are appointed by City Council and
represent all City districts.
Celia Daly - District I Representative
Kathleen Martell - District I Representative
Milly Nadler - District II Representative
Megan Deffner - District II Representative
VACANT - District III Representative
VACANT - District III Representative
Maru Garcia - District IV Representative
VACANT - District IV Representative
Nancy Dragani - At Large
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ACTIVE ADULT
ADVISORY COMMITTEE
The eight member committee advises staff on
Active Adult Center operations and programs.
Henry Koehler - Chair
Mary Broyles - Secretary
Betty Jo Page - Vice-Chair

Cynthia Hashem
Patricia Kastella
Jeanette Luxner
Colleen Osborne
Susan Keller

PERFORMANCES IN THE PARK
2021 was a summer to remember when it came to the annual concert series
at Anderson Park. We had over 4,000 people attend the event over the
course of the 7 weeks which is our largest attendance ever! The Colorado
Folk Arts Council, SCFD, and the Wheat Ridge Cultural Commission all
partnered with the department in making this event huge success.

HOLIDAY
CELEBRATION
The Parks and Recreation
Department partnered with
Localworks to bring the
excitement and fun back to
the Wheat Ridge community
after Covid-19 forced us to
do a drive through event
in 2020. The 2021 event had
a huge turnout from the
community which was great
to see.

To our community sponsors who helped provide FREE events to our community.
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Recreation
Division
BY THE NUMBERS

167,225 VISITORS

16 ANDERSON BUILDING

20,759 PEOPLE

38,114 SILVERSNEAKERS

Checked in to Wheat Ridge Recreation Center

Dropped-in to Fitness Classes at the WRRC

1,489 PEOPLE
Completed a Cycling Class

4,000+ PEOPLE

Attended Performances in the Park

46 CAMPERS
In Sun Camp

52 FITNESS CLASSES

Held Weekly Throughout 2021 at the WRRC

539 KIDS

Played Youth Soccer
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227 MIDDLE SCHOOLERS
Competed in MSSP Basketball, Cross Country,
and Volleyball

180 RENTALS

User Groups

Visits at the WRRC

6,713

SILVERSNEAKERS
Visits at the Active Adult Center

3,439 RENEW ACTIVE
Visits at the AAC

81 RENTALS
At the AAC

281.25 HOURS
Accumulative AAC rental hours

13,578 POOL VISITS
Were Tallied at the Outdoor Pool

14 SPECIAL EVENTS
Served 642 Patrons at the AAC

At the Anderson Building
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102 GENERAL PROGRAM

AND TR CLASSES
84 WRRC FITNESS PROGRAMS
(includes martial arts and dance)

729 PARTICIPANTS
Took Pilates Reformer Classes

422 KIDS

Learned How to Swim

116 AAC CLASSES
Offered to Patrons

5,184 PARTICIPANTS
Attended an AAC Class

352 PATRONS
Joined an AAC Trip

252 PATRONS
Attended AAC Ramblers

48 PATRONS

Attended an AAC Outdoor Recreation Program

754 HOURS WORKED
By AAC Volunteers

Anderson
Pool Opening!
Details on pg 10

Wheat Ridge
Parks & Recreation
4005 Kipling Street
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
Phone: 303-231-1300
Fax: 303-420-0316
www.rootedinfun.com

Guides Distributed (Quarterly)

More info?

Activity Guides Printed: 10,000

For more information about the Recreation Division, see our activity guide online at:
www.rootedinfun.com

Direct Mail Requested Guides:

Or contact us at: 303-231-1300 | 4005 Kipling St, Wheat Ridge, CO 80033

6,233
E-Newsletter Subscribers: 8,300
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Grants &
Awards
In 2021, the department applied for
23 grants and by the end of 2021 had
been awarded the following. Some
2021 applications are still under
review at the time of publication and
will be determined in 2022:

GRANTOR ORGANIZATION

PROJECT FUNDED

AWARDED

Jefferson County Open Space

Clear Creek Trail and Wadsworth Blvd Connection

$466,141

Jefferson County Open Space

Clear Creek Trail Improvements

$196,667

Jefferson County Open Space

4100 Gray St. Acquisition

$150,000

National Association of Conservation Districts

Regenerate Wheat Ridge Program

$50,000

Colorado Health Foundation

Nature Play Area Expansion

$35,000

State Historical Fund

Sod House Assessment, Planning

$14,940

State Historical Fund

Richards-Hart Estate Assessment, Planning

$13,797

National Wildlife Federation

Nature Play Area Expansion

$5,000

State Internet Portal Authority

Digitizing Historical Society Newspapers

$3,000

2021 Totals:
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$934,545

Parks,
Forestry &
Open Space
Division

BY THE NUMBERS

373 ACRES

7 MILES

Of open space land

Of trails in operation

21 PARKS

8K+ TREES

$423,285

$292,587

Developed &
maintained (173 acres)

in yearly eco benefits
(greenhouse gasses,
energy, air quality,
and water)

Managed in City parks,
trails, open space, and
right of ways

in property value
benefits
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Finance BY THE NUMBERS
2021 REVENUE

2021 EXPENSES

Facility (Recreation Center)

$1,020,750

Facility (Recreation Center)

$847,404

Aquatics (Recreation Center)

$68,305

Aquatics (Recreation Center)

$785,500

Fitness

$149,662

Fitness

$280,910

General Programs

$143,425

General Programs

$281,137

Parks & Historic Facilities

$15,000

Parks & Historic Facilities

$46,747

Pavilion Rentals

$17,500

Administration

$282,085

Athletics

$90,313

Athletics

$199,607

Outdoor Pool

$154,000

Outdoor Pool

$204,481

Active Adult Center Programs

$118,686

Active Adult Center

$356,229

Anderson Building Rentals

$6,195

Anderson Building

$75,843

2021 Totals:

$1,057,993

2021 Totals:

$3,223,521

The Parks & Recreation Department operates using four funds:
• General Fund: revenue from program fees and sales tax
• Open Space Fund: revenue from a county-wide open space tax
• Conservation Trust Fund: revenue from the Colorado State Lottery
• Public Art Fund: revenue from a percent of building fees and permits
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Building Community
& Relationships
STORIES WITH STEVENS
During 2021, the Active Adult Center partnered with Stevens Elementary
to engage volunteers in a virtual reading program called “Stories with
Stevens”. Volunteers logged onto their computers and read books to
Kindergarten and First Grade classrooms. Stevens Elementary teachers,
students and AAC Volunteers were excited to build a new connection
that was of value to all involved. During the Fall Harvest event, the AAC
partnered with Wheat Ridge & Standley Lake High School students to
provide volunteer opportunities and service to our seniors.

VOLUNTEERS

REGENERATE WHEAT RIDGE

• The Parks, Forestry, and Open Space Division was assisted by 680
volunteers in 2021, who worked a total of 2,859 hours. This work included
community clean-ups, environmental workshops, special events such as
Arbor Day and National Public Lands Day, Sustainable Neighborhoods
assistance, tree stewardship programs, and more.

The Regenerate Wheat Ridge program began in April 2021 as a
collaboration between the department and the Jefferson Conservation
District, with significant funding support from the National Association of
Conservation Districts. The inaugural year of the program included 5 free
educational workshops on regenerative agriculture practices, a Harvest
Festival, and the facilitation of partnerships between interested Wheat
Ridge landowners and food producers to utilize available land for growing
food. The program will continue in 2022 with additional programming.

• The Wheat Ridge Youth Soccer program recruited a total of 61 volunteer
coaches in 2021 with 17 being brand new to our program. An additional
13 volunteer coaches were recruited for our brand new in-house summer
soccer league as well.
• The Active Adult Center had 761 volunteer hours in the following
positions: Trip Drivers, Special Events, Advisory Committee, Carnation
Festival, Stories with Stevens Reading, Group Leaders, and Front Desk.
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Facility
Operations Division
Throughout 2021, the Facility Operations Division continued to
support the City of Wheat Ridge’s facilities, employees, and patrons.
The team delivered top-tier facilities maintenance and oversaw the
provision of custodial services to create cleanly, comfortable, and
welcoming building environments.
In Fall 2021, Kion Gibbs was hired as the Manager of Facility
Operations. With the long-term vision of becoming a world-class
facilities management (FM) organization, the Division began
implementing FM fundamentals to pave the road for success.
Over the course of the year, the Facility Operations Division
accomplished a number of projects; notably:
• Completion of the first phase of the City Hall remodel.
• Undertaking of a facilities inventory, which forms the foundation
of an asset management program to allow for more effective
capital planning.
• Replacement of the boilers serving the pools at WRRC.
• Replacement of tiles on the pool deck at WRRC.
• Replacement of lockers at WRRC.
• Replacement of a failed roof top HVAC unit at City Hall.
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2021
Notables
CAPRA
RE-ACCREDITATION
ACHIEVED
Throughout 2020 and early 2021, the
department compiled evidence documents
showing compliance with 154 national park and
recreation industry standards as part of the
every 5 years re-accreditation process. Wheat
Ridge Parks and Recreation was originally
accredited in 2016 by the Commission for
Accreditation of Park and Recreation Agencies
(CAPRA) and is one of 10 accredited agencies in
Colorado and 191 statewide.

HAZARDOUS TREE REMOVAL PROGRAM
In 2021, the Hazardous Tree Removal Grant program was launched. This program allows private
landowners within the City of Wheat Ridge to apply for hazardous tree removal to be partially
reimbursed by the city. The grant provides up to $1,500 or up to 50% of the cost of whole tree
removal to qualified applicants. Of over 25 applicants in 2021, 20 were approved for grant
funding. Many of the approved landowners have had their hazardous trees removed and
received financial assistance in the form of a rebate from the city. In 2022, the program will
continue with even more funding available.

4100 GRAY ST – PARKLAND ACQUISITION
The City was very fortunate to have the opportunity to expand the amenities at Randall Park through
the acquisition of the property at 4100 Gray St. In the near future, we will look to conduct public
engagement and listening sessions to understand what residents would like to see done with the
space. One option is a community garden space, which is shown as a concept option below.

In April 2021, three industry experts from
CAPRA evaluated the department’s compliance
with the 154 standards and determined that
150 (97.4%) standards were met. The CAPRA
reviewers also gave recommendations on
how to meet the remaining 4 standards, how
to continuously improve, and feedback on
strengths and areas of improvement. The
entire department team put
significant work into this reaccreditation effort, and it
shows the high level of service
provided in Wheat Ridge.

Wheat Ridge Parks & Recreation Annual Report 2021 | 17

CITY RACE AND EQUITY
TASK FORCE PARTICIPATION
During 2021, the Race and Equity Task Force examined all areas of City
function as they relate to Parks and Recreation. A presentation will be given
to Council in February 2022, but the basic outline will cover the objectives: 1.
Have a better understanding of the role of history in Parks and Recreation
planning and how zoning and housing policies and regulations reflect
accessibility to parks, trailheads, and recreational programs; 2. Without
specific intention, what DE&I outcomes are limited by current Parks and
Recreation program offerings; 3. Employment and purchasing practices that
may not address DE&I needs; and 4. What can be done to ensure we use the
DE&I lens to overcome these limitations.

THREE ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICE
TECHNICIANS HIRED
2021 saw the addition of 3 part-time Environmental Service Technicians
to Parks and Open Space Staff. The “ESTs” have been working to clean up
encampments and abandoned trash throughout the Greenbelt and around
the city. Additionally, the ESTs serve as Open Space Technicians, working
on restoration efforts where illegal camping and other activities have
caused soil compaction, erosion, and loss of vegetation throughout the
parks system. The ESTs are a component of a larger Homeless program that
strives to provide alternatives to persons experiencing homelessness while
encouraging them to reduce dependance on living within the parks and
public spaces.
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STATE HISTORICAL
FUND-SUPPORTED PROJECTS
AT THE SOD HOUSE AND
RICHARDS-HART ESTATE
WHEAT RIDGE 101 PARTICIPATION
The department hosted a night of the second Wheat Ridge 101 program,
with 15 attendees joining staff at the Recreation Center to learn about
programs, facilities, parks, open spaces, trails, budgets, and more. Wheat
Ridge 101 will be back in fall 2022 if you are interested in learning more about
how the City works.

SUN CAMP FLEXIBILITY
The Summer Camp Team was highlighted in the Colorado Parks and
Recreation Association Colorado Byline as Programming Heroes for how
they responded to the Covid-19 pandemic. The team worked closely with
the department of Human Service and Jefferson County Health Department
to ensure the camp was following public health orders and creating a safe
environment for staff and campers. 2021 Sun Camp was a huge success, with
46 campers being served throughout the summer.

TEEN NIGHTS; JEFFERSON COUNTY
COLLABORATION
The department partnered with Jefferson County Communities That Care to
create a new Teen Space program to serve the 14-17 year old age group in
Wheat Ridge. A proclamation was approved and proclaimed by City Council
that reflected the City support of the department’s initiative to serve teens.
In addition, grant funds were provided by Jefferson County CTC that allowed
the department to offer 6 free Teen Nights in 2022.

The Colorado State Historical Fund covered 90% of the costs for planning
and assessment projects at both the Sod House in the Historic Park and the
Richards-Hart Estate at 28th and Benton. This work is informing preservation
and improvement work at both National Historic Register buildings.

DEPARTMENT INCREASED SOCIAL
MEDIA PRESENCE
In March 2021, the department added Instagram as a platform to test for
effectiveness in reaching our desired audience. In order to officially launch
the Instagram account and increase awareness of our presence on the
platform, we marketed it through several avenues. We partnered with
the City for ads in Connections & Mayor’s Matters, we cross promoted on
Facebook, mentioned it in our e-newsletter, promoted in our Fall/Winter
& Winter/Spring Activity Guides and even had a visual display in the Rec
Center with QR codes linking out to the platform.
In June the department implemented a social media marketing plan to
increase presence on both Facebook & Instagram, including consistent
postings for more opportunities to promote our classes & events, and to
connect with our audience.
The department increased the number of original posts (not including
shared posts or events) by 38% from 2020. We had an average of 4.5
original posts going out weekly on Instagram. From June - December 2021,
we saw a 27% increase in followers on Instagram, and a 12% increase in
followers on Facebook.
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MILE HIGH YOUTH CORPS EAB
MITIGATION PROJECT
A Mile High Youth Corps (Division of AmeriCorps) crew performed
2 weeks of EAB prevention, mitigation, and treatment work in
June 2021. This work included assessing City ash trees for EAB,
placing signs on ash trees to expand the “Watch Your Ash”
program, installing EAB traps, applying preventative treatments
to Ash trees, and spraying infected ash trees with approved
pesticides. Roughly 400 Ash trees were treated by MHYC crews
in Wheat Ridge in 2021. Approximately 200 informational signs
were posted by MHYC crews during this project. A significant
finding during this project was that no Emerald Ash Borer was
present, although signs of other boring insects was documented.
Experiential learning on tree cutting, data collection, pest
identification, noxious weed identification, invasive species
removal, and beekeeping was also part of the program.

2022 FEE CHANGES
The Parks and Recreation Department completed an extensive Service
Sustainability project, market analysis in 2019, 2020 and 2021, and has
incurred increased wages and increased cost to maintenance supplies and
projects over the last several years. Due to these increases, fees department
wide were analyzed and some increases in fees were made to help sustain
the rising cost in operations.

ANDERSON POOL EXTENDED
SEASON SCHEDULE
The Anderson Outdoor Pool typically closes for the season the day before
the Carnation Festival, as that event utilizes the entire park and schools
resume the following week (reducing staff and potential users). In 2021,
the Outdoor Pool stayed open on weekends through Labor Day to give
everyone a longer summer outdoor pool season.

NATIONAL PUBLIC LANDS DAY
VOLUNTEER EVENT
On September 25th, 2021, the City of Wheat Ridge in collaboration with
Jefferson County Open Space hosted a National Public Lands Day Volunteer
event and after party. For 4 hours, over 300 volunteers worked to improve
the Wheat Ridge Greenbelt through conservation work and trash collection.
Volunteers and their crew leaders performed such work as trimming
vegetation, planting native grasses, building trails, and painting trees for
beaver protection at ten different sites along Clear Creek. The after party
was held at Anderson Park and involved a large-scale organizational effort
by Wheat Ridge and Jeffco Open Space staff. The event included live music,
food trucks, a beer tent, raffle, and over a dozen sponsor tables where
volunteers could learn about conservation organizations in the region. The
event is scheduled to occur again for National Public Lands Day in 2022.

6.2 MILES
CLEANED
of The Peaks to
Plains Trail

230

Volunteers
of Native
Seed Spread

660
Pounds
of Recycling
Removed

1,500
Volunteer
Hours

1,620
Pounds
of Trash
Removed

ACTIVE ADULT CENTER
RE-OPENING
To protect more vulnerable residents, the Active
Adult Center remained closed until June 2021. Prior
to June, AAC staff organized drive-through events,
online and outdoor fitness classes, and increased
e-newsletter and phone communications. The
AAC reopened with a full week of Customer
Appreciation activities, and continued through
the 2nd half of 2021 to offer classes, programs,
meetings, and unprecedented numbers of
Celebration of Life rentals.
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2022 Projects
THE YEAR AHEAD

OPEN SPACE
MANAGEMENT PLAN UPDATE
In 2021, the City of Wheat Ridge Open Space Management Plan RFP was put
out to bid. A group of qualified contractors will have the option of making
an offer to accept the conditions of the bid. The proposal is for a new Open
Space Plan to be written that will include an evaluation of current natural
and recreational resource conditions within the Wheat Ridge Greenbelt
Open Space. The plan will also include detailed goals for long-term
management of all the resources within City Open Space. Once a contract
has been arranged, the project is expected to be completed within one year,
with significant progress being made in 2022.

NATURE PLAY AREA
EXPANSION

WADSWORTH BLVD/CLEAR CREEK
FITNESS COURT
TRAIL CONNECTION CONSTRUCTION AT PANORAMA PARK

The nature play area (NPA) is located on the
southeast side of Anderson Park. The goal of the
NPA is to encourage child-engagement in nature
and the outdoors by providing a designated,
managed area for positive interaction with
nature. Phase I of the NPA construction occurred
in 2019 and 2020. During Phase I, the primary
path, log balance area, bird habitat, and pollinator
garden were installed. In 2021 the City was
awarded the Colorado Health Foundation Capital
Infrastructure Grant ($35,175) and the National
Wildlife Federation ECHO Elevation Grant ($5,000)
for Phase II construction. During 2022, the City
will utilize these funds to install enhanced ADA
access, a labyrinth, a deck for a raised classroom,
signage and complete components of the history
area.

Work began in fall 2021 on the “Improve
Wadsworth” project from 35th Avenue to I-70.
Future work on this project which involves the
Parks and Recreation department includes the
multi-use path on the east side of Wadsworth,
which will connect directly and safely to the
Clear Creek Trail. This 10’-wide multi-use path will
benefit pedestrians, cyclists, runners, commuters,
students, those who wish to travel and/or exercise
more sustainably, and more. It will also create a
safe, direct route from the Clear Creek Trail to
Wadsworth, 38th Ave, and eventually to 32nd Ave
and the Jefferson County bike route. Jefferson
County Open Space’s Trails Partnership Program
provided $466,141 towards this project.

With funding support from the National Fitness Campaign, the department
is installing an outdoor Fitness Court at Panorama Park in late spring/early
summer 2022. The Fitness Court, which will be open to the public and offer
occasional classes, clinics, and personal training opportunities, features 7
body weight stations and a free app to take users through workouts. A grand
opening is tentatively scheduled for June 2022.

MURAL CONTEST
In 2022, Wheat Ridge Parks & Recreation, in partnership with the Wheat
Ridge Cultural Commission, opens up the opportunity to 13 emerging artists
to have their artwork showcased in the Wheat Ridge Recreation Center!
There will be two divisions to the contest: emerging artists under the age
of 18, and emerging artists 18+. Artist selected will showcase their approved
art in the Children’s Pavilion and aquatics area. Wheat Ridge Parks and
Recreation and City of Wheat Ridge Cultural Commission is excited about
showcasing up and coming artists.

GREEN AT 38TH PROJECT
The Green at 38th project, between Upham St. and High Ct. on 38th Ave.,
continues as a collaboration between the City and Jefferson County
Public Schools. The two concept designs include an amphitheater, play
features, a promenade for food trucks, trees, seating, landscaping, and
more. In 2022, the final design will be determined, with construction likely
beginning in 2023 in partnership with Stevens Elementary.
Learn more and voice your opinions on the project here:
www.whatsupwheatridge.com/the-green-at-38th
Concept B is pictured above
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APEL-BACHER PLAYGROUND
REPLACEMENT
In 2022, the department will work with local residents near Apel-Bacher
Park to get input and feedback on replacing the current playground.
The department sticks to a playground replacement schedule to keep
playgrounds safe, up to date, and engaging for active families.
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