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INTRODUCTION
SECTION TITLE

Anderson Park is an important community asset. It is the
location of many of Wheat Ridge’s festivals including the
Carnation Festival and it is the home of the city’s most popular
public pool. This space offers unique opportunities with it’s
proximity to Clear Creek, large sport fields and year-round
events. However, the park is in need of updates in order to
meet the high community use and demand.
Anderson Park is a 28-acre community park with regional draw located in the heart
of Wheat Ridge, Colorado. In 2016 the City of Wheat Ridge community voted to
pass a bond measure, the Investing 4 The Future plan, that will fund four projects
including the Clear Creek Crossing, Wadsworth Boulevard Widening, the Wheat
Ridge Ward Station and the Anderson Park Renovation, through a half cent sales
tax increase. The budget is approximately 3.5 million dollars and will provide for
the park renovation of with the addition of festival-friendly enhancements.
Anderson Building and Bathhouse, which provide space for pool users and indoor
recreation, will receive locker room renovations, necessary roof maintenance and
better space planning for fitness and wellness classes. The park will be renovated
to provide better circulation, updated amenities, more community and gathering
space, dedicated areas for festival requirements and multi-use fields that better
serve the entire Wheat Ridge community.
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Particular importance will be
placed on festival-friendly
enhancements that support the
active life and culture of Wheat
Ridge residents and attract a
variety of people to the park.

Site Context
Anderson Park is located at the intersection of 44th Avenue and
Field Street. Clear Creek and the Central Wheat Ridge residential
neighborhood form the eastern and southern border of the park,
with 44th Avenue to the north. The Clear Creek Trail provides major
pedestrian and cyclist connections extending north to the Platte River
Trail, and southwest through Golden to Clear Creek Canyon and the
foothills of the Front Range. There are significant vehicular connections
along the major east/west corridor of 44th Avenue, with the north/
south corridor of Wadsworth Boulevard a few miles to the east and
I-70 a short drive north. This connectivity and the important amenities
that Anderson Park provides to Wheat Ridge create a well-used and
well-loved park.

Anderson Park is accessed by car through the stoplight at 44th Avenue
and Field Street. There is immediate parking available after entering the
park on both sides, Field Street also terminates in a parking lot on the
southern end of the park.
Circulation within the park is provided by a connection from the south
parking lot southwest to the Clear Creek Trail and a connection from
the Anderson Building parking lot and baseball field east to the Clear
Creek Trail, and along the trail itself which runs north/south on the
eastern edge. Pedestrians traveling from the pool to the soccer fields,
play area or group picnic shelter must walk along the grass shoulder
or in the road down Field Street. There are no dedicated pedestrian
crossings on Field Street or through the parking lots.
Significant opportunities exist for improving circulation within Anderson
Park and creating a more pedestrian and bicycle friendly environment.
These opportunities include connecting the northern and southern ends
of the park adjacent to Field Street, creating a full loop around the park,
providing midway access towards Clear Creek and adding dedicated
crosswalks along Field Street. The Clear Creek Trail also presents an
opportunity for small areas of creek access that bring people down to
the water’s edge to enjoy one of the park’s most unique features.
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The Anderson Park Renovation Plan aims to maintain the loved
features and character of the park while modernizing its amenities.
With significant input from Wheat Ridge residents and sensitivity to
the growing needs of the city, this cherished community asset will be
made even more exceptional through thoughtful programming and the
update of existing facilities.
BOND PROMISES

The primary investments promised with the passing of the bond
measure were:

• Outdoor pool locker room renovations (the Bathhouse)
• Anderson building:

Anderson Park’s many amenities and attractions include the Anderson
Pool and Aquatic Center, the Anderson Building fitness and wellness
classes, a baseball field, a soccer field used for many regional games,
a playground, two picnic shelters, a basketball court and the Clear
Creek Trail. Other features the park offers are a restroom, storage and
meeting space for the Wheat Ridge Parks and Recreation department,
numerous picnic tables and mature trees, three parking lots and
informal creek access. The Parks, Forestry, and Open Space (PFOS)
Administration building and the Parks and Forestry Shops are located in
the northwest corner of the park.
CIRCULATION AND ACCESS

Vision and Goals

»» replace leaking the roof
»» reconfigure the space to allow additional programming for fitness
and wellness classes
• Sports fields:
»» replace baseball field with multi-use sports field (wide variety of
uses, including festivals)
»» reconstruct existing soccer field to provide a higher quality game
field
CLEAR CREEK

Anderson Park Users can
access a picturesque segment
of Clear Creek formally and
informally:

• The wide paved multi-use
trail that spans the south
and eastern ends of
Anderson Park provides a
critical connection to the
park and adjacency to the
creek. It runs 20 miles from
Golden to Northern Denver
and Welby.
• Less formal access is
available through a social
trail, a narrow dirt path that
branches from the multi-use
trail and travels closely
along the water’s edge.

• Pavilion area:
»» upgrade park pavilion and small shelter
• Additional needs:
»» parking lot improvement/resurfacing
»» waterline replacement
PLAN PROCESS

The Anderson Park Renovation Plan began in April 2017 with an
initial analysis and understanding of the site, including mapping and
review of all materials relevant to the process. A significant amount of
public outreach was included, the first step of which was a series of
focus group interviews with park and building users and staff as well
as a community open house on June 7th-8th. This initial feedback
informed programming and concept plans, in tandem with feedback
from the Master Plan Advisory Group made up of city staff and key
stakeholders. A pop-up community workshop on August 2nd gave
community members the opportunity to highlight their priorities for the
redesign which were then drafted into the Renovation Plan document,
cost estimation and phasing. Final Parks and Recreation Commission
and City Council Meetings led to the Renovation Plan’s adoption in
October, 2017. Construction will begin fall of 2018.
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SITE ANALYSIS
The careful analysis of existing conditions is key to a
thoughtful plan for the future of Anderson Park and the
Anderson Building and Bathhouse. The park and buildings
are extremely popular and hold many activities and events
that support the Wheat Ridge community. These benefits,
as well as the weaknesses of the space, were carefully
reviewed at to provide the best renovation possible.
Site analysis of Anderson Park considered the many important features and
range of conditions within the park. The park’s existing uses were examined.
Many facilities are well-loved and well-used by the Wheat Ridge community
while some are under-utilized, especially when considering the popularity of
the space. The events that take place in the park are very important to the
surrounding residents and business owners, however, event planners and staff
face many challenges with the current park design that should be improved in
the Renovation Plan.
The current condition of the Anderson Building and Bathhouse was also
closely evaluated. The pool in particular is a major community asset, but the
buildings are outdated and overcapacity. The park infrastructure was also
examined and considered for renovation, as well as the impact of the Clear
Creek floodplain on potential design changes during the renovation process.
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Existing Uses
Anderson Park is popular and well used, although some features see
significantly more use than others. Based on feedback and multiple
meetings with community members, Parks staff, event organizers and
other stakeholders throughout the process, it has become clear which
features in particular are more heavily utilized than others. The pool,
soccer field, play area and large group shelter in particular see high
levels of use in spring, summer and fall and based on several comments
the soccer field is often over-capacity. In contrast, the baseball field only
serves one metro team and is rarely used by Wheat Ridge residents.
The baseball field also has aged lights that need replacement and a
fenced perimeter that prevents its from being used for other events and
activities. In an effort to provide a space that accommodates a variety
of users and limits the negative impacts of the field’s lighting and fence,
it is recommended that a multi-use field replace the baseball field.
EVENTS

Anderson Park is home to several of Wheat Ridge’s favorite community
events. Every year the park hosts the Carnation Festival, a summer
concert series and other similar activities, which bring a large and
diverse group of people to the park. Dedicated event spaces will be
provided in the Renovation Plan, with areas for food trucks, temporary
music stages and a beer garden, as well as an updated performance
stage. Providing for these events will guarantee a vibrant future for
Anderson Park and the City of Wheat Ridge.

Site Features to Keep
The existing elements that will be retained in the final Renovation
Plan include those that see significant use and those that would be
prohibitively expensive to replace. Site features that should remain are:
• Anderson Building and Bathhouse (With Significant Renovations)
• Outdoor Pool Complex
• Parks, Forestry and Open Space Administrative Offices
• Parks and Forestry Shops
• Restroom Building
• Irrigation Pond and Pumping Station
• Basketball Court
• East/West Soccer Field and North Field
• Playground
• Large Shelter (Renovate or Replace)
• “Midway” on Entry Drive
• Clear Creek Greenbelt Trail; and
• The North and South Parking Lots.

2.2 Anderson Park Renovation Plan
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Anderson Building and Bathhouse
The Anderson Building was the original home of the City of Wheat
Ridge Parks and Recreation Department. In 1998 a bathhouse was
added adjacent to the building and an indoor atrium (the Link) that
connected the two. Both the building and Bathhouse have been
routinely maintained, but have seen little renovation or modernizing
over the years.
The Anderson Building provides several important assets to the
community. The outdoor pool and Bathhouse are used heavily during
the summer months for both recreational swimmers and the local
competitive youth swim club. At times during the summer months, the
pool reaches capacity and there is a waiting line to get in. The gym
provides a home to a very successful Jazzercize program, youth indoor
soccer and adult volleyball. The fitness room provides an activity space
for specialized weight and cardio activities.
EXISTING CONDITIONS

Current conditions were observed and analyzed, determining the
ongoing issues and needed improvements to keep the Anderson
Building and Bathhouse operating for the next 20 years. The
investigation into the conditions of the buildings did not include any
subsurface systems (i.e. utilities access such as water, electricity or
natural gas, sewer line), site drainage, or inner walls or foundation
inspection. The follow describes the findings, by space, of apparent
visual issues and information provided by City Staff.

Anderson Building/the Link
• Exterior siding is old and worn
• Windows old and energy inefficient
• Roof leaking in several places
»» Ice and water damage
»» City has tried several times to fix without success
• Poor air circulation through building
• Cracked floor in gym
• Recent hail damage to sky lights
• Building function is limited due to outdated and unused spaces, i.e.
former administrative space
Bathhouse
• Outdated functions and fixtures
• Ventilation and electrical systems need to be upgraded
• Loud large volume spaces

OFFICE SPACE

One particular space in the
Anderson Building is very
under utilized and no longer
necessary. The existing
office space is used for little
more than overflow space
for people lining up to get
into the gymnasium. Some
potential new programs to
revitalize this space could
include:

• Jazzercise baby sitting;
• Additional fitness space;
• Meetings; and
• General multi-purpose use.

• Limited privacy in changing areas

2.4 Anderson Park Renovation Plan
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Infrastructure System
The infrastructure system for Anderson Park was constructed over
time as the park developed and expanded. Due to this development
pattern, parts of the infrastructure system are reaching the end of their
useful life as much of it dates back to the mid-1980’s, or earlier. The
following is a brief overview of the key infrastructure systems that serve
Anderson Park, a more detailed account of these systems exists in the
appendix of this document.
DOMESTIC WATER

The City has recently approved a contract to replace the aging
domestic water service for the park and its buildings. This work should
be completed in early 2018 and will involve replacing the existing water
service piping from the water meter at the northeast corner of the
Parks, Forestry and Open Space (PFOS) Administrative Office to the
Restroom Building and Anderson Building along a similar alignment as
exists. The City will as-built the new water service so it can be added to
the Park construction documents. An existing water service runs from
the Restroom Building to a water fountain near the south picnic shelter.
City staff has indicated this water service is old and likely needs to be
replaced as part of the Park improvements.
SANITARY SEWER

The Metro Wastewater Reclamation District has two major sanitary
sewer trunk lines which are routed around the south and east side
of the park. Metro Wastewater indicated the sewer lines are within
easements totaling 35-feet. Permanent structures are not allowed within
the easement or within 10 to 15-feet of the existing sanitary lines. Other
park improvements that are not structures (such as hills and wood tracks
for a Bike Skills Area) could be constructed in the easements with review
and approval of Metro Wastewater. This type of park element may
need to be moved at the City’s cost if the District needs to service or
rehabilitate its lines.
There are sanitary sewer service lines for each building in the park.
These generally converge into one of two collector lines. One collector
line is located along the south and east side of the PFOS building. It
drains to West 44th Avenue. Based on the site survey this line is within
a 15-ft sewer easement and a portion of the easement goes through
the south end of the PFOS building. The other collector line is located
along the north side of the baseball field and drains east to the Metro
Wastewater trunk line. It is assumed these service lines are serviceable,
however it is recommended to have them reviewed with a sewer camera
prior to starting construction documents to verify their condition.
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STORMWATER SYSTEM

A series of inlets and storm sewer pipes collect runoff from the entry
drive and the Anderson Building / PFOS Building parking lots. The
storm sewers are routed to the manhole near the northwest corner of
the baseball field. From this manhole a storm sewer carries the runoff
east to Clear Creek. This storm sewer and most of the existing storm
sewer system is undersized, conveying the minor storm event under
pressure. Increasing the size of the storm sewer from the Entry Drive
east to Clear Creek should be considered to provide more capacity for
the storm sewer system and minimize water ponding in the parking lots
and entry drive during storm events.
The runoff from the South Parking lot drains to the southeast corner of
the lot through a curb cut and into a grass swale which carries flows east
over the Clear Creek Trail to Clear Creek. This runoff should be, at a
minimum, piped under the Clear Creek Trail to minimize the occurrence
of water overtopping the trail. In regard to City required improvements
for this redevelopment, the city will require water quality improvements
for the additional impervious area on the site. The added impervious
area anticipated for the Renovation Plan should not be significant and
there are a couple opportunities for water quality enhancement which
should meet the requirement.
ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS AND LIGHTING

Primary power for Anderson Park enters the site at multiple points
-- each with dedicated transformers and subsequent meters. Each
building/shelter has one or, in the case of the Anderson Building,
two meters. Pad-mounted transformers serve baseball, the Anderson
Building, and the Large Picnic Shelter and pole-mounted transformers
are located west of the soccer field and at PFOS Administration.
Cobra-head streetlights flank the Entry Drive and South Parking Lot
and there is light pole near the Anderson Building. The site lighting
is serviceable but new poles/fixtures would be more efficient and
attractive.
The ballfield lighting cannot be upgraded and needs to be removed
in the Renovation Plan and its transformer replaced for revised
electrical services east of the Entry Drive. The transformer north of
the Large Picnic Shelter needs to be upgraded to accommodate new
improvements. The meters/services for PFOS Administration and the
pump system at the west property line do not need to be upgraded.
Service for the Anderson Building and Bathhouse will be evaluated as
part of the renovation. Electrical services/meters can remain for the
park improvements that are not renovated or removed.
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IRRIGATION SYSTEM

The irrigation system is fed by a pumping system that is housed in a
buried a vault at the south end of the park. The pumps were replaced
approximately 5-years ago, and the pump/irrigation control system is
in good condition. A small pond stores ditch water during the summer
months and is the source of irrigation water when the ditch is running.
The pond volume is adequate. When the pond reaches the maximum
volume, water from the pond overflows into an inlet that drains into
the creek. The pond is fed by an irrigation ditch that runs north-south
along the west property line and then east to the pond. The ditch runs
water from roughly late May to the end of July. It is typically not running
in August. The ditch has a diversion structure with two gates along the
west property line. A backflow preventer is located near the northwest
corner of the Restroom Building where the ditch and city water piping
connect. Parks staff can switch between ditch and city water where
needed. This system will need to be maintained.
The mainline for the irritation system runs in two, interconnected loops
around the park. The main line system dates to circa 1980/90 and needs
to be updated as part of the Renovation Plan. If budget is available, the
lateral distribution system and heads should also be updated where
possible.

Floodplain
The Flood Hazard Area Delineation (FHAD) study for this reach of Clear
Creek shows a majority of the park within the 100-year floodplain,
however, a good portion is shallow flooding (1’ depth). The Urban
Drainage and Flood Control District (UDFCD) is in the process of
completing new hydrology for Clear Creek, with preliminary results
indicating a 30% reduction in the 100-year flow. Assuming a 30%
reduction, the new flood plain should be at least 1.0-ft lower. A couple
existing structures are within the existing floodplain and should be out
of the floodplain with this lower 100-year flow.
There is an Urban Drainage and Flood Control District (UDFCD) Master
Plan for Clear Creek that the City sponsored. The plan shows future
improvements for a larger proposed channel section to be constructed
along the south side of Anderson Park to lower the floodplain. It would
impact the Clear Creek edges of the park along with relocating the
Clear Creek Trail further north. This alternative is conceptual and does
not consider the updated hydrology.
FLOODPLAIN MAP

PAVEMENTS

The City’s records indicate the asphalt parking lots in the park were
probably installed in 1983 (34 years old). The asphalt along the main
drive appears to have been replaced and is in good condition. The
Anderson building parking lot appears to have been chip sealed in
the past, but it is showing its age. If the funds are available it would
be good to mill and overlay or totally replace the Anderson Building
parking lot. The parking lot around the PFOS Administrative Office is
in poor condition and should be replaced. The asphalt for the North
and South Parking Lots are in generally good condition and serviceable
for the near future. Geotechnical borings will be needed to determine
the pavement recommendations and section for any new pavement
systems.
Handicap parking, ramps and accessible routes within the park will
need to be evaluated as part of the detailed design process to meet
current codes. Projected parking demand should be identified and
proper striping, signage and van accessible parking added where
needed.

2.8 Anderson Park Renovation Plan
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PROGR AM AND CONCEPTS
Anderson Park contains many assets that provide
opportunities to build upon the existing conditions in
order to create a more robust park to serve the community.
These opportunities as well as potential new program
elements were carefully considered in this phase of the
Renovation Plan.
Following site analysis and public feedback on the current condition of
Anderson Park, programs and concepts were conceived to begin planning for
the park’s future. Many programs were identified and then narrowed down
creating a range of interesting and valuable uses the park can and should
accommodate moving forward. The planning of the Anderson Building and
Bathhouse concepts and programs also began, laying the framework for a
complete set of ideas for the Anderson Park Renovation Plan and next steps.
Public feedback was an important piece of the programming. Particular
emphasis was placed on maintaining or enhancing the features that the park
and building users most like and use. A question at the open house helped
identify some of these favorite features:

What do you like best about Anderson Park?
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While the Clear Creek Trail provides important regional connectivity
and an expansive greenbelt network for the City of Wheat Ridge, it
does not serve to bring people to the water. The creek provides a
unique amenity to the area. One opportunity to take full advantage of
this resource that was welcomed by the community is creek access. This
access will be located with sensitivity to the creek’s natural systems and
will bring users to the water’s edge for an interesting and attractive new
program, utilizing some of the parks already best loved space.
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Park Program Elements
With the park’s key opportunities identified, potential program
elements were given in-depth consideration. Over 30 potential
programs, from environmental education to adventure climbing,
were presented to focus groups, open-house attendees, Parks and
Recreation staff and the Parks Maintenance staff. These uses were
narrowed down to those most appropriate for Anderson Park and most
desired by the Wheat Ridge community.

A

E

What park facilities or features do you think would be a good
addition(s) to Anderson Park?
B

A MULTI-USE FIELD
A large grassy field that can accommodate a variety of sports will be an
important addition to the park. The current soccer field does not meet
demand within the community. The field on the north end of the park
is not graded to accommodate active uses and is primarily used during
festivals. A new, larger and more flexible multi-use field will provide
the necessary space for Wheat Ridge’s active residents and facilitate a
wide range of uses and activities to accommodate changing trends in
recreation.
B PICNIC SHELTERS
A consistent comment from the Wheat Ridge community was
more and/or better picnic shelters. The park’s current shelters are
over-extended and are in disrepair. Picnic shelters are important for
group gatherings and encouraging passive use throughout the park.
They make the space more family-friendly and are an important asset
for residents.
C CREEK ACCESS

Creek access is an exciting and frequently requested park feature.
Taking advantage of the attractive natural environment along Clear
Creek will provide many new active and passive uses for park visitors.
Small informal creek access would likely mean stone steps and a few
large boulders to allow people an opportunity to touch the water. A
more natural look is encouraged.
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F

D PERFORMANCE STAGE
Anderson Park accommodates regular festivals and performances. A
dedicated performance stage will better serve these uses and also
encourage more cultural events in the future. Community gatherings are
important to creating a successful, well-used public space and should
be provided for in the programming. A performance stage can also be
multi-purpose, acting as a picnic shelter when there are no events.
E FESTIVAL SPACE
To better serve the major festivals that make Anderson Park unique,
a specified area for the associated activities should be created. A
well-located and accessible space should be reserved for food trucks,
temporary stages, vendor tents, and a beer garden. These areas can be
multifunctional and serve other uses when no festivals are taking place.
F LOOP PATH AND ENHANCED CROSSING
Anderson Park would benefit from increased connectivity, well marked
crossings on Field Street, and more opportunities for pedestrians and
cyclists to travel safely throughout. More paths also opens the possibility
of a loop path, creating improved internal circulation and easier access
to restrooms and other amenities. A loop provides simple and enjoyable
exercise that is more likely to be used than a one-way path.

C

G

G EXPANDED PLAY AREA
The Anderson Park play area is used by many children throughout the
year. This space is particularly important during sporting events or
performances to provide a place for younger children to be entertained.
Adding to this play area will ensure the space does not get crowded and
new and unique features will be a major draw for children. There are a
variety of exciting and functional options this space could take:

• Custom or themed play;
• Universal access play;

D

H

• Nature play;
• Music play;
• Swings (tandem, inclusive, sculptural, etc.); and
• Unique features such as rock climbing or a zipline.
H POSSIBLE FUTURE BIKE SKILLS AREA
A bike skills area provides space for mountain bikers of all levels to
practice on features similar to those on a more extensive mountain
course. While not likely for this phase of the park renovation, a bike skills
area was a highly advocated for amenity. This feature would provide
exciting play options for a wide range of ages and skill levels. An area
will be reserved for this element if the money or a dedicated community
group are available to implement it.
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Anderson Building and Bathhouse Program Elements

Anderson Building and Bathhouse Concept
In order to meet the requirements set forth in the bond it was necessary
to first focus on the building’s structural and mechanical issues (leaking
roofs, aging exterior siding, poor air circulation, electrical and plumbing
upgrades, etc.) and second on internal functional and aesthetic
improvements. The Anderson Building needs upgrading to provide
the high quality recreation programming the community has come
to expect. The Bathhouse needs modernizing to meet comfort and
convenience expectations of pool users and the city code.

I

What improvements or building features would you most like to
see in the Anderson Building and Bathhouse renovation?

K

L
J

The primary purpose of the improvements are to make the Anderson
Building and Bathhouse a viable and functional recreational entity for
years to come. Conceptual ideas presented to staff and the public
consist of the following:
I EXTERIOR IMPROVEMENTS
The exterior of the Anderson Building is unappealing and uninviting.
The appearance of the building and Bathhouse will be improved by
replacing the siding, and adding fresh paint, ornamental screening and
new signage. This will also help with the marketing of programs inside
the building.
J BATHHOUSE LOCKER ROOMS
The Bathhouse locker rooms are outdated and have few of the expected
privacy features. The addition of toilet stalls is necessary to meet code
and ADA requirements. Two cabana rooms will also be provided for use
by families, people with disabilities and those seeking additional privacy.
K LIFEGUARD SPACE

M

To accommodate the cabanas, it will be necessary to relocate the guard
room and construct a new life guard office and storage area on the west
side of the Bathhouse, where guards can see the entire pool area.
L THE LINK
The Link acts as the entrance to both the pool and the Anderson
Building. A front desk will be added as a control point to the pool
and, when necessary, the Anderson Building. Other improvements will
include new paint and floor sealant and piping A/C and heat to the area.
Two additional existing spaces will be remodeled as part of the Link.

• The current office space is only used to queue people waiting to
access the gym. The space will be remodeled for programming uses.
• The lobby will be remodeled to act as the entrance to the building’s
activity spaces. One of the two restrooms will be relocated, the other
will be removed.
N

M FITNESS ROOM
The fitness room improvements will be mostly aesthetic, with a focus on
making the room a more functional and appealing place for both youth
and adult programming. Additionally, a new storage area will be added
within room to allow for less clutter against the walls.
N GYMNASIUM
The gymnasium is the largest, most desired space in the building. After
years of use, it needs an upgrade that includes a new synthetic floor,
overhead fans to improve air circulation and the removal of existing
basketball backboards.
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PUBLIC OUTREACH
Community input received over multiple engagement
events was essential in creating a park and building
Renovation Plan that meets the needs of Wheat Ridge
residents and creates a thriving community space. The
received feedback played a major role in the ultimate park
plan and building concept.
An in-depth process of public outreach ensured that the Renovation Plan
reflected the desires and needs of the Wheat Ridge community. Residents,
business owners and stakeholders were invited to focus groups, an open
house, a pop-up workshop and a final community meeting. Input was
provided through written comments, interactive exercises, voting, facilitated
discussions and one-on-one conversations. An additional group of neighbors,
business owners, parks staff and events organizers participated in focused
discussions and a digital design charette which helped to inform the final
plan. All input was tallied and considered and the final design best reflected a
majority of the feedback received from the community.
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Community Open House
The Open House took place immediately following the focus groups.
The community was extended an open invitation and all Wheat Ridge
residents were encouraged to attend. The Open House gave all
community members the opportunity to give their opinion on the park
renovation and their ideas for the future of the space.
PROCESS

Stations were set up with different topics, as people moved through
the boards they provided a variety of feedback. Several boards asked
questions about assets and constraints with the existing park programs
as well as ideas for the design moving forward. People also voted
on over 20 possible program elements and wrote feedback for their
choices. There were also calendars to fill in and talk about current and
potential events, and general comment cards for all other input.

Date: June 8, 2017
Location: Anderson Building
Attendees: Open invitation
to all users, residents, and
stakeholders
Activities: Stations with
interactive boards for voting
and answering questions
about program, use,
opportunities and events

PROGRAM ELEMENT PREFERENCE

At the community open house participants voted on their favorite
program elements for the new park design. Each participant ranked their
top programs from one to five. Each ranking was then tallied, averaged
and organized into the chart below. Higher ranking indicates the preferred
programs. Those program elements that received no votes were not
included in the chart.
Small/Informal Creek Access
Large Amphitheater/ Performance Space
Bike Park
Medium Amphitheater/ Performance Space
Boulder Protection Creek Access
Universal Access Play
Ice Skating Rink or Loop

Written Comments, the Highlights
The opinions and ideas written on the interactive Open House boards
as well as the tallies for program element votes were all compiled and
checked for overlap. Some comments were expressed several times
on the boards or seconded by multiple people. Some of the most
significant and repeated comments included:
• Leave the natural and “wild” areas as they are.
• People love Clear Creek.
• Public art would greatly benefit the space and give it cultural
importance.
• Excited about the possibility of a bike park.
• The festivals are fun and bring the community together.
• Improve circulation into the pool area.
• Love the pool but the locker rooms need new more privacy and
family space.

10' Concrete Loop Trail
Viewing Platforms or Deck
Large Multi-Use Turf Area
Exercise Equipment
Adventure Climbing
Nature Play
Environmental Education
Large Group Picnic Shelter
Tandem Swings
Inclusive/Accessible Swings
Music Play
Rock Climbing
Zip Line
Basketball
Medium Group Picnic Shelter
Farmer's Market/ Food Truck Space
Innovative Swings
Custom Play
Traditional Swings
Small Picnic Shelter

1.0

2.0

3.0

4.0

5.0

Average Preference Score
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Focus Groups
The first step in receiving community input and exploring potential
options for the Renovation Plan was a series of focus groups, where
participants talked about their current experience with the park and
their ideas for it in the future. The different groups for the four meetings
were pool and park users; residents, business owners and other
stakeholders; park and building staff; and special events stakeholders.
PROCESS

Each focus group was shown a presentation about the Renovation
Plan and asked questions specific to their interaction with the park
and buildings. Many potential program elements were presented and
evaluated for their appropriateness in the space. All comments were
recorded and taken into account.

Master Plan Advisory Group
Date: June 7-8, 2017
Location: Parks Admin
Building, Anderson Building
Attendees: Park & building
users, park & building staff,
residents, business owners,
special events
Activities: Powerpoint,
questions and discussions

The Master Plan Advisory Group consists of a several key members
of the Wheat Ridge Parks and Recreation staff, including the Parks
Director, the Facilities Manager and Parks Maintenance Staff, as well as
two special events organizers. This group of major stakeholders met on
two occasions to discuss appropriate design solutions for the park.
DIGITAL DESIGN CHARETTE

The Master Plan Advisory Group participated in a Digital Design
Charette, where designs were laid out digitally in real time, as concepts
for the space were discussed. Important decisions and potential
impacts were considered and explored. From this charette, elements
were eliminated or solidified, leading to the creation of three potential
design options for Anderson Park.

Written Comments, the Highlights
The discussions of each focus group were recorded. Many comments
were echoed multiple times during the process. Some of the most
significant and repeated comments included:
• Bathrooms feel too far away, especially during events.
• Parking and general car circulation is an issue.
• Picnic Shelters are dated, too small and poorly located.
• Pool and Soccer Fields are well loved and used.
• The pool is great but the building exteriors are lacking, improving the
aesthetics could also help with marketing.
• North Field is under-utilized, unnoticed and too far away.
• People love the open and natural feel of the park and would like to
see it open up even more.

Most focus group participants
agreed that the Anderson
Building has some deficiencies
and is in need of renovation.
These improvements will not make
it a “forever building,” they could,
however, provide additional and
improved programming space
to compensate for the lack of
capacity at the Recreation Center.
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CONCEPTS FROM THE
DIGITAL DESIGN CHARETTE

Using feedback from the Digital Design Charette, the Master Plan Advisory Group and previous public
meetings, three potential concepts for the park redesign were completed. These concepts were visualized and
printed on boards in order to received further public feedback on the final elements of the park design.
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At this pop-up event two locations were set up, one out in the park
and one in the Anderson Building outside the pool. Concert goers and
swimmers voted on the three alternative site designs, five potential
amphitheater locations and their preference for additional program
elements. They were also given the opportunity to write down other
general comments about the renovation. This process allowed the key
program elements to be narrowed down to people’s top priorities. All
votes were tallied and comments recorded and helped guide the plan
decisions such as the preferred location for the performance stage.

Written Comments, the Highlights
While most feedback gained during the event was in the form of voting
on potential ideas (votes recorded on the next page), there were also
several ways that written comments were collected. Some of the most
significant and repeated comments included:
• Major support and excitement for creek access.
• Bike area would be fun addition to the park.
• More concerts and events, a performance stage will be a great asset.
• Gym layout looks good, needs natural lighting.

ADDITIONAL PROGRAM ELEMENTS PREFERENCE

ADDITIONAL
MORE
CREEK
PICNIC ZIPLINE
ACCESS
12%
SHELTERS
POINTS
14%
21%
MORE
SIDEWALKS
AND
WALKING
PATHS
19%

EXPANDED
PLAY AREA
12%

BIKE
SKILLS
AREA
7%

PERFORMANCE STAGE LOCATION PREFERENCE
FAVORITE

• A pickup/drop off area and improved entrance would be better for
kids after lessons and would be more inviting to all.
Are there any other comments or suggestions you have for the
Anderson Park Renovation Plan?

FESTIVAL
VENDOR
INFRASTRUCTURE
5%
ACCESSIBLE
SWINGS
2%

PROCESS

Date: August 2, 2017
Location: Anderson Park
(summer concert series),
Anderson Building
Attendees: Pool and building
users and concert attendees
Activities: Stations with
interactive boards for
comments and voting on plan
concepts, building concepts,
and program elements

ENVIRONMENTAL
EDUCATION AREA
7%

During one of Anderson Park’s summer evening musical performances,
with the band Hot Tomatoes, members of the design team and Parks
and Recreation staff set up a tent and several boards to “intercept”
community feedback. Allowing people to comment and reflect on the
park while they were experiencing it generated a significant amount of
excitement and insight in people’s comments.

EXERCISE
EQUIPMENT
2%

Pop-up Community Workshop

LEAST FAVORITE

7% 5%

6%

20%

4% 4%

87%

25%
42%
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Final Community Meeting
The Final Community Meeting was the last step of the public outreach
process. Here, the Preferred Park Renovation Plan and Anderson
Building improvements were presented to the community. This Plan was
a combination of the alternative site designs and favorite features from
the Pop-up Workshop.
PROCESS

Attendees were shown a presentation with the Preferred Renovation
Plans for the park and buildings, a review of the outreach and findings,
the probable cost for the renovation and an implementation schedule.
Questions and group discussion took place at the end of the meeting
to address concerns regarding the plan. Boards with the Preferred
Renovation Plans were also displayed to allow a more in-depth look at
the design. With some final changes reflecting the public feedback,
these concepts were then presented to City Council.

Public Outreach Summary
The public outreach process attempted to gather as much input from
the community as possible, in order to create a Renovation Plan that
addresses the desires of the park and building users and is a meaningful
addition to the community. The process included four focus groups, a
public open house, two meetings with a Master Plan Advisory Group,
a pop-up community workshop, a final community workshop and the
adoption meetings. These meetings were attended by diverse and
passionate people who offered key insights into the design process.
All questions, comments and concerns were diligently recorded and,
wherever possible, addressed.

Date: October 10, 2017
Location: Wheat Ridge
Recreation Center
Attendees: Open invitation
to all users, residents, and
stakeholders
Activities: Presentation of
the final concept plan and a
question and answer session
to address comments and
concerns

NOTIFICATIONS

Written Comments, the Highlights
All questions and comments from the meeting were addressed both
in person and with an official response document, they included the
following:
• “Is the construction schedule designed around the festival
schedule?”Response: We estimated construction conservatively, and
are hopeful that the festivals will not be disrupted with this schedule.
• “Can you talk more about the bike skills area and the public interest?”
Response: We have received e-mails expressing interest in the bike
skills. The City can set the path forward, and down the road, may be
able to allocate some resources to making this happen.
• “The City should consider keeping the ballfield. How was the decision
made to remove it?” Response: A number of factors went into the
recommendation to remove it, including the $300,000 cost to replace
the lights, that it is primarily used by one sports group of non-Wheat
Ridge residents and to create a multi-use amenity in the park.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
NUMBERS AT A GLANCE:

To ensure a high level of public outreach and feedback, community
events were advertised across many different platforms. Posters
and invitations were sent to the Wheat Ridge Parks and Recreation
distribution list, about 4,500 contacts. Posters were also displayed in
the lobby of the Anderson Building and at the Wheat Ridge Recreation
Center. Notifications were also posted on the city website as well as the
Parks and Recreation, Wheat Ridge Recreation Center, and Anderson
Park facebook pages. This strategy targeted users and stakeholders of
the park and yielded a lot of interest and feedback from the public.
PARTICIPATION

The notification strategies and importance of the park to the community
brought a high rate of participation in the public events. Participants
included 37 people at the focus groups, approximately 30 at the open
house, 12 in the Master Plan Advisory Group, approximately 50 people at
the pop-up community workshop and 14 at the final community meeting.
In addition to the outreach events, there was also input received via
e-mail from park and building users. The bike skills area in particular was
very strongly advocated for through these e-mails, this additional interest
was taken into account in the final concept plan.
PLAN ADOPTION

The adoption of the Anderson Park Renovation plan was the culmination
of the 7-month long planning process. The adoption process, from
the end of September to the end of October, included the Parks &
Recreation Commission meeting, the City Council Study Session and
the City Council meeting. These meetings featured presentations with
an overview of the information included in this document. There were
passionate public comments both in favor of the Preferred Renovation
Plan and in favor of revising the Preferred Plan to keep the baseball field.
After the Council Study session, the design team produced an Alternate
Preferred Plan that preserved the baseball field. City Council considered
the pros and cons of both plans and ultimately adopted the Preferred
Renovation Plan with the multi-use field.
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PARK RENOVATION PLAN
The following preferred concept plan was guided by bond
promises and public outreach. It takes into account the
needs and desires of the Wheat Ridge community and
covers improvements from landscape and infrastructure
updates to new program features.
The design of the final concept plan was a collaborative effort with city
staff and the Master Plan Advisory Group with significant consideration of
public feedback, community building, park infrastructure, maintenance and
operational capabilities. The proposed improvements cover the functional
needs of the space as well as the desires of Wheat Ridge residents. Much
needed infrastructure updates include refurbishing existing parking lots
and updating or replacing outdated utilities. Other improvements included
those most desired by participants in the open-houses, focus groups and
workshops, including creek access points, a new multi-use field and a
performance stage for concerts and events. Several amenities were presented
as “bid alternatives,” which are features that can be added with favorable bids
if additional funding is available or as future improvements.
GREEN DESIGN SYSTEMS

Achieving sustainability through green design will be a key goal during the
detailed design process for Anderson Park. Integrating sustainability into
the renovation can be achieved through the application of green design
principles such as water conservation, green infrastructure, xeriscape design
and selection of locally-sourced/produced materials and products with
high recycled content. Integrating green infrastructure will include the use
of natural processes for handling storm water and will have a multitude of
benefits. Capturing, slowing and cleaning storm water, providing additional
capacity and preventing storm sewer overflows during large rain events results
in cleaner, healthier watersheds. This allows for groundwater recharge, habitat
protection and enhancement and water conservation. The park should also be
designed with sustainable and durable materials to facilitate a long life-cycle,
which will reduce costs and conserve resources throughout the park’s life.
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Preferred Renovation Site Plan Layout

PARK RENOVATION SITE PLAN

SITE IMPROVEMENTS

44TH AVENUE

This site plan illustrates the improvements and additions to Anderson
Park. The final plan highlights updates and provides a spatial
understanding of the new features and how they are integrated into the
existing park.
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K

Roads and Parking
The Renovation Plan includes refurbished parking lots for the Anderson
and Parks, Forestry and Open Space (PFOS) buildings with improved
access and multiple points of entry. The design provides parking for up
to three buses and a drop-off and entry plaza in front of the Anderson
Building and Bathhouse.
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Multi-Use Field
The proposed natural grass multi-use field will accommodate a wide
range of field sports and events in a highly flexible space.
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Performance Stage
At the request of the community the current group picnic shelter will be
replaced by a dual use performance stage and group shelter. The new
structure will be raised as much as three feet to create a more visible
stage and the popular shaded lawn will remain as the event seating
area.
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Pedestrian and Bicycle Access and Safety
A new 8’ path on the south side of the multi-use field will provide
additional access to the Clear Creek Trail, a key regional pedestrian
and bike connection. A new 10’ path on the west side of Field Street
will better connect the Anderson Building and pool to the amenities on
the south side of the park. Enhanced crosswalks will improve safety for
users crossing Field Street.

Bike Skills Future Opportunity Area
Another future amenity is the bike skills area, which will be reserved as
an area of opportunity if the money or community initiative arises to
create it.
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Infrastructure
Updates include an upgraded water main, water quality and storm
drainage improvements, and electrical system and irrigation updates.

Creek Access
Two defined access points will be added along Clear Creek. This creek
access will likely include at least a path and clusters of boulders to bring
people down to the water.
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A performance stage can also
function as a picnic shelter when
there are not events taking place.
The design, shown in the rendering
above, should take inspiration from
other Wheat Ridge park elements.
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A PARKS, FORESTRY & OPEN SPACE OFFICES

H EXISTING PARKING (75 SPACES)

O AUDIENCE VIEWING AREA

B ANDERSON BUILDING AND BATHHOUSE

I EXISTING PARKING (94 SPACES)

P NEW SERVICE DRIVE

C EXISTING POOL COMPLEX

J REFURBISHED PARKING LOT (138 SPACES)

Q SMALL CREEK ACCESS

D NORTH FIELD

K BUS PARKING (3)

R NEW 8’ PATH

E EXISTING BASKETBALL COURT

L ENHANCED CROSSWALK

S BIKE SKILLS AREA OPPORTUNITY

F EXISTING RESTROOM

M NEW 10’ PATH

T MULTIUSE FIELD (SOCCER

G EXISTING SOCCER FIELD

N PERFORMANCE STAGE/ PICNIC SHELTER

SHOWN FOR SCALE)
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Festival Enhancements

Bid Alternatives

POTENTIAL IMPROVEMENTS

POTENTIAL IMPROVEMENTS

The renovation plan was designed with particular emphasis on festival friendly improvements to accommodate
the City of Wheat Ridge’s signature events. The Carnation Festival and the summer concert series in particular
draw many people and activities to the park.

Bid alternatives are design elements that are intended to be added if the project receives favorable bids or
additional funding. These features were chosen because they are easily added in future phasing.

Festival Elements
Festivals in the park require space for food tents and trucks, booths or gated areas for activities and
accommodations for live music. Beer gardens are another popular festival feature. The creation of the
performance stage/group picnic shelter will allow for larger music events with better acoustics. The renovation
of the northern parking lots creates an improved location for booths, tents, food trucks and beer gardens. The
removal of the baseball field and the surrounding fence provides a much larger area for other festival needs
and field uses.

Playground Enhancements and Shelters
An enhanced playground and adjacent shelter are part of the bid alternatives for Anderson Park. This play
area, which will double the size of the existing area, will include added innovative play facilities and a new
picnic shelter and tables. Another alternative is an additional small picnic shelter on the southwest side of the
multi-use field.
New 8’ Park Path
If there is enough budget, an 8’ park path connection to the performance stage/group picnic shelter will be
added. This sidewalk will connect the south lot to the new stage for ease of access, especially during events.

FESTIVAL ENHANCEMENTS SITE PLAN

BID ALTERNATIVES SITE PLAN
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Food Tent

A NEW PLAY FACILITIES

Beer Garden

B NEW SMALL PLAY AREA SHELTER

Live Music

C NEW 8’ PARK PATH

Additional Tent/
Activity Space

D NEW SMALL SHELTER

CLE AR C
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BUILDINGS RENOVATION PLAN
Anderson Building renovations will take into account the
needs and desires of the community and building staff.
These improvements will aim to provide Wheat Ridge
residents with a long-lasting, attractive and functional
recreation space.
Anderson Park and its amenities, along with the pool and recreation
building, provide an important community asset to the residents of Wheat
Ridge. Community input and the bond promises played a major role in
the final design. Improvements to the outdated Anderson Building and
Bathhouse and the Link that connects them are expected to increase
participation and increase the number and types of programming being
offered. Recommendations include improvements to the exterior aesthetics,
gymnasium, fitness room, office space, Bathhouse and pool and lobby. These
improvements are expected to increase interior functional support space
needed for the variety of outdoor events the park supports each year.
GREEN DESIGN SYSTEMS

The process of renovating the Anderson Building should be exemplary of
the best ideas in sustainable thinking, which calls for a thoughtful process
to inform and guide the decision making for the detailed design phase. The
architects and consulting teams will help to create a sustainable future for
the Anderson Building through material selection, high efficiency fixtures
and renovation best practices. The building will also enhance sustainability
by designing for the long term. Sustainability measures will explore high
performance glazing; window shading; selection of recycled, renewable and
locally available materials; systems exceeding state energy requirements;
controls to monitor and optimize energy use; low-flow plumbing fixtures;
energy efficient lighting; and day-lighting.
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Preferred Renovation Floor Plan
The primary challenge in deciding on the priorities for renovating the
Anderson Building and Bathhouse was how to improve the experience
while selecting the improvements that would provide the longevity
expected for the building with the available budget. Taking input from
staff, the community and the Advisory Committee and applying it to
create realistic renovations for the Anderson Building, the following
recommendations were decided on:

BUILDING RENOVATION RENDERINGS

Overall Building Performance and Aesthetics
• New siding and windows at the Anderson Building.
• New paint on all CMU walls.
• New roofs (removal of skylights).
• New façade treatment at poolside entries of the Bathhouse.
• New entry plaza with landscaping, shade elements and seating walls
(if construction costs allow).
Gymnasium
• Add windows/garage style doors for increased natural lighting.

BUILDING RENOVATION FLOOR PLAN

• Repair/replace gym floor.
• Add ceiling fans to improve circulation.
Fitness Room
• Remove drop ceiling and add ceiling fans to create larger feel.
• Add storage component.
Office Space
• Reconfigure and covert to a multi-purpose room suitable for short
term child watch, meetings and other passive activities.
Bathhouse & Pool Area
• Increased privacy and functional use of locker rooms.
• Add two family cabanas.
• Private showers.
• Update as needed:
»» Mechanical
»» Electrical
»» Plumbing
The Link (Lobby)
• Relocate “pool check-in” to the Link by adding a control desk.
• Improve patron circulation into pool area.
• Aesthetic improvements.
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IMPLEMENTATION
The implementation strategy for Anderson Park and the
Anderson Building and Bathhouse has been designed to
account for all hard costs and contingencies in order to
avoid budget overages or schedule hang-ups and to limit
construction impacts on building and park users.
Implementation of the Anderson Park and the Anderson Building and
Bathhouse improvements promised in the Investing for the Future bond
initiative will be accomplished in one phase. Some smaller enhancements
identified during the public outreach will also be constructed if favorable
bids are received, or constructed as a future project. The Anderson Park
Renovation will be funded with a combination of Investing for the Future funds
that are supplemented by funds from other Parks and Recreation budgets. The
implementation schedule will aim to mitigate negative impacts on users of the
park and buildings by avoiding construction during peak seasons.
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Cost

BUILDING IMPROVEMENT PRIORITIES COSTS

PARK IMPROVEMENT PRIORITIES COSTS

The top priorities for improvements include:

A summary of the priority improvements that will be constructed in
Anderson Park’s renovation include:

• A complete renovation of the Bathhouse including adding two cabana
restrooms and the addition of a guard room.

• Removing failed asphalt from the Anderson Building and the PFOS
Administration Building parking lots.

• Enhancing the finishes in the Link, adding a centralized check-in desk
and improving heating and cooling.

• Removing the baseball field to make way for a Multi-Use Field.
• Removing the storage building and small picnic shelter north and east
of the South Parking Lot and demolishing the Large Picnic Shelter.

• Gym improvements (new flooring, ceiling fans, multi-purpose room,
storage, fitness room upgrades and relocation of a bathroom).
• New lighting throughout.
• Exterior improvements (overhead door at east end, new roof, new
windows in fitness room, natural lighting on the north side).

• Preparing the site for new improvements (miscellaneous demolition,
removing turf for new facilities, grading, etc.).
• Upgrading the parking lots for Anderson Building and the PFOS
Building, adding curb and gutter, improving ADA access.
• Adding two boulder access points to Clear Creek.
• Adding a plaza, bus parking and drop-off area at Anderson Building.
• Constructing a raised (18” to 24”) performance stage/group picnic
structure and support facilities and increasing the lawn seating area.
• Constructing a Multi-Use Field for a range of field sports and events.
• Adding new sidewalks/park paths and enhanced pedestrian crossings.
• Upgrading infrastructure (water main/services, storm drainage/water
quality, electrical systems, and irrigation system mainlines).
• Targeted upgrades for landscaping, irrigation and site amenities.
Should costs be less than projections, we would add the following
improvements to the scope in the following order:

• Doubling existing play bay with innovative equipment and a picnic
shelter.
• Adding a second picnic shelter south of the Multi-Use Field.
• Adding additional paths at the South Parking Lot and to the
Performance Stage.
• In addition, a bike skills area was identified as a desired future project.
PARK RENOVATION PROJECTED COSTS

The total for the opinion of probable cost for the Anderson Park
Renovation is $2,333,375. This includes the estimated hard costs for
demolition and site prep; infrastructure enhancements; improvements
to roads, parking and crosswalks; new boulder creek access points,
Performance Stage/Group Picnic Shelter, Multi-Use Field with new
irrigation and sidewalks; and soft costs for contractor mobilization,
overhead and profit. This figure includes a 7.5% estimating contingency,
a 10% construction contingency, design fees and other soft costs.
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BUILDING BUDGET
EXCLUSIONS

The budget covers all
anticipated building
construction costs and
materials. It does not include:

• Site lighting or furnishings;
• Site drainage
improvements;
• Site survey work;
• Site exterior improvements;
• Changes to incoming
sewer line(s);
• New utility access/
upgrades;
• Tap fees;
• Hazmat detection or
removal;
• Security, sound or AV
systems; and
• Appliances.

Should costs be less than projections we would add to the scope in the
following order:

• Add enhancements to the entrance plaza.
• Add outdoor screening to exterior walls of the Bathhouse.
• Extend Pool Fencing to Create Exterior Storage for Pool Equipment.
BUILDING RENOVATION PROJECTED COSTS

Construction costs for the renovations are estimated be $2,276,000. This
cost was determined by taking historical and third-party estimates for
new construction and applying a percentage of that cost to spaces for
major and minor renovation. Major renovations are estimated to be 70%
of new construction costs and include the Bathhouse locker rooms and
Anderson Building lobby. Minor renovations are estimated to be 40% of
new construction costs and include the Link, multi-purpose room, fitness
room and gymnasium. New construction costs apply to the guard room.
Soft costs equal 32% and include contingencies for estimating,
construction, and design fees. Allowances have been made for materials
testing and fixtures, furniture, and equipment totalling $50,000, bringing
total costs to $3,068,320.

Timing/Phasing
The timing and phasing of the renovations is intended to have minimal
impacts on the use of the park and pool. The performance stage
improvements should not interfere with the summer concerts and
building improvements will not affect the season for the outdoor pool.
Renovation Plan Complete
			
12/31/17
Design Start
					
02/01/18
Documents Complete 					07/01/18
Construction Starts 					
09/01/18
Construction Complete (Anderson Bldg.)		
05/01/19
Construction Complete (Park)				07/01/19
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APPENDIX
Infrastructure					Appendix 1
Domestic Water
Sanitary Sewer
Stormwater System
Electrical Systems And Lighting
Irrigation System
Pavements
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